December 6, 2007

Obituary for June C. Buckman
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Dedham, Massachusetts – June C. Buckman, formerly of Ceres, PA, died Wednesday, December 5th, 2007, at the age of 88. Born in West Hempstead, NY, on August 9,1919, she was the only child of Jennie Renelt and Arthur Ely Clayton. In 1979, she married Raymond L. Buckman, who died on December 10th, 2001. 

Mrs. Buckman grew up on Long Island  and attended Barnard College and Columbia University Teachers College in New York City. She received her Masters Degree and subsequently taught Spanish in Verona, NJ, for 2 years. 

Her dedication to education and serving her community was reflected in several ways: as a Brownie and Girl Scout leader and in training other scout leaders; as a reader and braille transcriber for the blind; and as a member of the local Retired Senior Citizen Volunteer Program, the Homemakers Council, and the Mercy Hospital League (in Rockville Centre, NY). In the 1950s, Mrs. Buckman was instrumental in establishing a public library in her hometown of West Hempstead. 
After moving to Ceres, June Buckman joined the Potter County Historical Society and the Auxiliary of Potter Commandery #69 (both in Coudersport, PA), the Portville Senior Citizens and Portville Free Library, and the Oswayo Valley Historical Society in Shinglehouse. In addition, she belonged to the Order of the Eastern Star, the United Methodist Church, and the United Methodist Church Women, all in Portville, PA. 
She leaves two daughters from her first marriage to Dr. William W. Quast – Janet C. MacDonald of Burlington, Ontario, Canada, and Diane Q. Forti of Dedham, MA – as well as two grandsons, Jeffrey and Greg Armstrong.
At Mrs. Buckman’s request, there will be no public visitation or funeral services. Burial will be in the Ceres Cemetery. Arrangements are under the direction of the Virgil L. Howard Funeral Home in Shinglehouse, PA. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be sent to the “West Hempstead Public Library” at 500 Hempstead Ave., West Hempstead, NY 11552 (516-481-6591), attention Regina Mascia, Director, for the purchase of new books.
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