
WEST HEMPSTEAD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING  

OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES HELD JULY 28, 2014 

 

Present:  Trustees Owen Rumelt, Ray Duran, Lenny Zehnwirth, Kathy Dunne and Ralph 

Reissman, and Library Director Regina Mascia.  Dorothy Mascia was absent with notice. 

 

Guests:  Donna Lipper, Noah Tomicich, Michael Tomicich, Bibliotheca representatives 

 

1. Call to Order at 7:47 p.m., Pledge of Allegiance Recited 

 

2. Public Comments:  Donna Lipper commented on the library’s Web page as not 

being current and up to date.  President Dunne explained that the staff member 

responsible for updating the Web page had been absent due to injury and, now that 

she has returned, will be updating the Web page regularly.  In addition, one staff 

person each from the Adult section, the Young Adult section and Reference will be 

updating their respective sections on the Web page. 

 

 A second issue question raised by Donna Lipper was how to respond on the Web 

page to the Notice for Long Range Planning.  The Director will confer with  the Web 

page designer to clarify the public’s ability to so respond.  

 

 Noah Tomicich reported that the planning for his project for the Boy Scouts, the 

beautification of the front and side of the library building by planting shrubbery and 

flowers, has been completed.  The next step is to install the shrubbery and flowers, 

to be performed shortly. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes.  A motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of the meeting 

held on June 24, 2104, as amended to correct the date of tonight’s meeting  to July 

28, 2014 was made by Ray Duran and seconded by Lenny Zehnwirth.   

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Representatives from the Bibliotheca Company presented a proposal for Radio 

Frequency Identification “(“RFID”) to code items in the library’s collection, and 

provide self-checkout machines for patrons. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report.   A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by  

 Lenny Zehnwirth and seconded by Ray Duran.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

5. Approval of Warrant # 658.  A motion to approve Warrant No. 658 in the amount of 

$292,337.80 was made by Owen Rumelt and seconded by Lenny Zehnwirth.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

6.   Director’s Report. The Director reported on the upcoming Community Yard Sale to 

be held in the Town parking lot adjacent to the library building.  The Director also 

reported that the IT installation, including the installation of new computers, is 
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going well.  The HVAC computer will need to be replaced. 

 

7. Schedule of Personnel Actions.  Part-time Page Josephine Tuzzolo resigned.  Diana 

Wolfe has been hired at a part-time Clerk to replace the part-time Clerk who moved 

to Florida.  A motion to approve the Personnel Actions was made by Lenny 

Zehnwirth and seconded by Owen Rumelt.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

8.   Correspondence.  The Director received a letter from New York State Senator Dean 

Skelos informing her that he secured a $20,000 in Bullet Aid. 

 

 A letter was received from two librarians outlining some logistical concerns 

regarding new YA lending privileges.  Since many of them have been anticipated, 

Director Mascia will let them know the plan for addressing them.  

 

9.   Unfinished Business 

 

a. Five Year Plan.  The President and Director will attend a Webinar in mid-August  

    regarding retooling the library’s offerings and staff training for STEM Education  

    (Science, Technology, Education and Mathematics). 

 

    The President and Director are also in the process of forming a committee to  

    formulate the Five-Year Plan, including talking to staff members about which  

    staff members would be interested in joining the committee. 

 

b. Library Logo/Website.  The issue of the Library logo/website was tabled for next  

     month’s meeting. 

 

c. Library Programming.  The Board discussed programming more daytime events.   

       

d.  Carbon Monoxide Detectors.  The issue of carbon monoxide detectors was tabled  

     for next month’s meeting. 

 

10.  New Business 

 

 a.  Lending Audio-Visual materials to Young Adults.  The library will create a  

                Young Adult library card category by affixing a colored sticker to the library  

                card, upon presentation of the patron’s school identification card, and the Young  

                Adult status will be noted in the circulation computers. The Director will meet  

      with Department heads to implement this new policy.  

 

 b.  Library Cards for Private School Students. For students attending St. Thomas   

                and Hebrew Academy of Nassau County, the library will issue library cards  

                providing borrowing privileges from September 1st through August 31st of each  

                year.  Student must show proof of current enrollment. 

 

 c.  Transfer Juvenile Book Funds to Juvenile Audio Funds.  Upon motion of Lenny  
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      Zehnwirth, and seconded by Owen Rumelt, the Board unanimously approved the  

     transfer of $5,000.00 from the Juvenile book funds to Juvenile audio funds in   

     response to growing use of Juvenile audio materials. 

. 

 

 d.  Library Digitization Project.  Jean King presented to the Director a report on  

      making digitized copies of pictures provided by the West Hempstead Historical  

                Society. 

 

e.  Resolution for expenditure for renovation.  At a meeting held July 28, 2014,  

     upon motion of Owen Rumelt and seconded by Ray Duran, the West Hempstead  

     Public Library Board of Trustees unanimously voted to authorize the expenditure  

     of $596,497.00 to renovate part of the library’s basement for use as a multi - 

     purpose room. 

 

11. Executive Session.  The Board did not hold an Executive Session. 

 

12. The next Board meeting will be held on August 25 at 7:45 p.m. 

 

13.   A motion to adjourn the Board meeting was made by Ray Duran and seconded by 

Owen Rumelt.  The motion carried unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned at 

9:41 p.m. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

Ralph J. Reissman, Secretary 


